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once menaced Borne itself, conspired with the one para-
mount object of Hildebrand, the subjugation of Christen-
dom to the See of Korne, and the unity of the Church
under the supremacy of the Pope, to whom all temporal
powers were to own their subordination. The Greek
Empire was to render its allegiance to the Pontiff as the
price of its protection from the Turks; it was to become
an integral and essential part of the spiritual Empire.
Gregory had intimated his design of placing himself at
the head of this Crusade, which was at once to consoli-
date and secure from foreign and infidel aggression the
ecclesiastical monarchy of the West. But the deliverance
of the decrepit, uninspected, and often hostile Empire oi
the East would have awakened no powerful movement
in Latin Christendom : the fall of Constantinople, would
have startled too late the tardy fears and sympathies of
the West. The ambassadors of Alexius Coinnenus at
Piacenza were received with decent respect, but with no
passionate impulse. The letters from the East, imploring
aid, had no power to hush and suspend the hostilities
which distracted the West. If not heard with indif-
ference, they left but superficial and evanescent impres-
sions on the minds even of those who had most reason to
dread the progress of the Mohammedan arms.

For the conquest of the Holy Land a zealous Pope
might alone in favourable times have raised a great
Christian army; he might have enlisted numbers of
warlike and adventurous nobles, even sovereigns, in the
cause. But humbler and more active instruments were
wanting for a popular and general insurrection in favour
of the oppressed and afflicted pilgrims, for the restoration
of the Holy Land to the dominion of the Cross. All
great convulsions of society are from below.

Peter the Hermit is supposed, but only supposed, tc